A Simple Protective Splint for Infant Nasal Reconstruction.
Nasal trauma is a common complication of nasal continuous positive airway pressure (NCPAP) and may range from erythema, edema, and skin breakdown to columellar necrosis. Although rare, columellar necrosis can be a devastating complication following NCPAP, and surgical repair remains challenging due to contour and color-match difficulties, tenuous vascularity, and limited available adjacent skin. In addition, because operative site protection is critical to a successful repair, many surgeons opt to delay surgical intervention from infancy until a later age so that the patient does not inadvertently injure and compromise the graft during the early postoperative period. Here, we present a case of composite nasal reconstruction in an infant following columellar necrosis secondary to NCPAP, along with the design and implementation of a simple, inexpensive, and protective nasal splint that allows for early repair at the time of infancy.